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Introduction to Coins 
In its basic form, a coin is represented by a flat piece of metal with a stamp of the issuing 

authority, used as money, that is a medium of exchange or legal tender. According to 

Herodotus, the Lydians were the first people using gold and silver coins and the first who set 

up permanent retail shops. It is currently accepted that the first coins, at least in the West, 

made of a natural alloy of silver and gold, called electrum, were struck under King Alyattes I, 

who reigned from ca.591 to ca.560 BC, although the dates are still debatable in the interval 

from the 7th to 5th centuries BC. The coinage was based on a principal denomination, called 

stater, and the most common denomination struck was a third of the stater, called trite, 

approximately 4.7 grams in weight. Various forms of cast metallic money existed prior to the 

Lydian coinage, notably, in Anyang, China, before 900 BC, where bronze imitations of cowry 

shells passed as a currency. Contemporaneously with the Lydians, other Greek cities along 

the Aegean coast were experimenting with blank electrum money. Under King Croesus of 

Lydia, around 550 BC, the first bimetallic monetary system was introduced, based on silver 

and gold.  

 

The idea of chunky subrounded pieces of precious metals of standardised weight stamped by 

the governing authority, thus approved for circulation within the controlled territory as a 

tangible and expedient means of savings and commerce, was the logical development of the 

earlier pre-monetary metal currencies. Indeed, precious metals had proved to be the most 
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convenient measure of value, being least liable to fluctuations, non-perishable, compact in 

volume, and suitable to curb debasement and counterfeiting. The original purpose of the 

earliest Lydian coinage is not known exactly, since even the smaller electrum fractions still 

exceeded typical needs of daily transactions, e.g., the value of a trite might have amounted 

up to a month’s subsistence. Besides, no staters were found at the ancient marketplaces. 

Plausible conjectures include the substance of the treasuries of kings, sanctuaries and wealthy 

individuals, payment of taxes, recruitment of mercenaries, as well as international trade, for 

which Herodotus praised the Lydians as the world’s first merchants, since many Lydian staters 

were found within Ionian temples.  

It appeared that at the blink of an eye the idea of coinage was adopted by most societies in 

the West and around 150 BC coins found their way into Celtic Britain. The earliest coins 

circulated in Britain were struck in northern Gaul (Belgica) and imported into the south-east of 

England, although at the end of the second century BC the native Celtic coinage commenced 

with the cast potin coins of Kent, essentially derived from the potin coins of Massalia in 

southern Gaul. The first gold coins might have arrived with the British mercenaries returning 

from their services at the Continent. The first native gold staters and fractions also derived 

from imported Gallo-Belgic coins. Despite a large variety of types and denominations, the use 

of coins amongst the issuing tribes of Celtic Britain is not known precisely.  

 

As the Romans kept pushing on Gaul, the Celtic coinage in Britain exhibited increasing degree 

of romanisation, alongside adopting the trimetallic basis and classical iconography. Following 

the Claudian invasion of Britain in 43, the Celtic coinage rapidly declined and ceased to 

existence shortly after the death of the Iceni king Prasutagus and suppression of Boudiccan 

revolt in 61. For the next two centuries the coinage in the Roman province of Britain comprised 

the production of the official continental mints and barbaric imitations, both continental and 

domestic, right until 286 when the Roman military and naval commander Carausius usurped 
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the power in Britain and Gaul and opened the mints in Lyons (Lugdunum), London 

(Londinium), and, tentatively, Colchester (Camulodunum). The London mint was in operation 

until 325 when he was closed by Constantine I due to relocation of most of the Britain’s troops 

to the continental parts of the Empire. With the withdrawal of the Romans from Britain around 

410 and gradual decline of the central administration, the country reverted to a cashless 

economy.  

 

The cultural and economic links with the Merovingian Franks in the late 6th century led to the 

appearance of small quantities of gold Merovingian coins, tremisses or one-third solidus, in 

England. From about 630s the native coinage remerged under the Anglo-Saxons, with the 

early gold thrymsas copied from their continental prototypes and obsolete Roman coins. By 

675, the gold coinage was debased and entirely superseded by silver coinage of sceats, 

contemporary with Merovingian deniers or denarii. The coinage reform by the King of Franks 

Pepin in 755 introduced a new fine-metal denier struck on a broad flan. Almost 

contemporaneously, a new penny of 20 grains, or about 1.3 grams, was introduced in England, 

possibly by King Offa of Mercia, which was to become virtually the only English denomination 

for another five centuries. The penny coinage was adopted by the Viking kings in Danelaw 

and York in circa 885 through 954. In 973 Eadgar of England, introduced a new coinage which 

featured a royal portrait with a regular legend on obverse and, typically, a cruciform pattern on 

reverse, with the legend citing the mint and moneyer names. Although the coinage was struck 

in some seventy mints scattered across the country, there was strict control of the currency 

by the central administration. Coinage types were changed at regular intervals, thus allowing 

the Exchequer to raise seigniorage revenue from dies and demonetization of old coins, which 

helped maintain the currency in a good shape. This late Anglo-Saxon coinage by the Kings of 

England provides the entry point to the first Irish coinage.  
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Moneys in pre-coinage Ireland 
The hoard evidence on the monetary system of the Early Medieval Ireland is rather scanty. 

No Iron Age Celtic coins have been found in Ireland, although there were quite a few Roman 

finds. The Balline Hoard found in a gravel pit at Balline, Co. Limerick in 1940, contained two 

hide-shaped silver ingots and fractions of two others, alongside three pieces of hack-silver 

Roman plates. The estimated time of deposition of the hoard is late fourth century. The famous 

Coleraine Hoard of 1854, recovered near Ballinrees, County Derry/Londonderry, from a 

considerable depth in peaty soil, contained 1506 Roman silver coins still current in Britain at 

the time of deposition. Most of the coins were clipped silver siliquae spanning the period from 

Constantius II to Honorius, that is circa 324 to 402. The latest coins were struck in Lyons in 

407/8 under the British usurper Constantine III. Alongside the coins, there were 57 pieces of 

hack silver and ingots, amounting to over 200 ounces, or 6.3 kg., of weight, which is close to 

the Roman librae of nineteen pounds. Unfortunately, the hoard survived to the present day 

only in the contemporary records and 31 objects and 120 coins acquired by the British 

Museum and National Museums Northern Ireland. Several hypotheses attempted to provide 

a plausible explanation of the appearance of the hoard in Ireland, including payments for Irish 

mercenaries, or foederati, enlisted to the Roman army, official bribe to an Irish chieftain 

engaged in piracy, or a ransom for Romano-British captives held in Ireland.  

By the 1970, over a hundred finds of Roman coins and artefacts in Ireland had been reported. 

In 1827, some 300 silver coins were found at Flower Hill in Ballyclogh near Bushmills, of which 

only a single denarius of Salonia Matidia, niece of Trajan, was identified. Another find of about 

500 silver coins was made in 1830 at Feigh Mountain in Tonduff, a mile away from the Giant’s 

Causeway, amongst which were seventeen identifiable denarii ranging from Vespasian to 

Faustina the Younger, and some 80 coins were donated to the Ulster Museum in 1846. In 
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1935, during construction work along the shore of Bray several human skeletons in poor state 

were found buried in long cist graves with Roman copper coins, attributed to Trajan and 

Hadrian, placed on or near their chests. Twenty-five gold Roman coins of Constantine I and II 

were found at the tomb of Newgrange. More recently, excavations at Drumanagh Promontory 

Fort and Lambay Island revealed Roman brooches and decorative metalware of a style the 

late first-century Roman Britain.  

 

When analysed alongside the contemporary Roman sources, notably, Tacitus’ account of the 

island provided by merchants trading in Irish ports and Claudius Ptolemy’s depiction of Ireland 

on his second century world map, finds of Roman coins and artefacts in Ireland seemingly 

furnish the hypothesis of Roman contacts with Irish through a network of trade points. 

However, the nature of the markets and money of exchange are still unknown precisely. It 

seems silver by weight might have been used in transactions, either in bullion form or worked 

items, and as a medium of exchange silver might have been introduced by the Romans. As 

the Romans withdrew from Britain, the nature of the Irish monetary system would have 

changed as well. 
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The main body of evidence on the forms and functions of money in Early Christian Ireland 

derives from the law texts compiled, most likely by jurists, during the late seventh to early 

eighth centuries. This is a unique historical source of indigenous origin, owing to the clerical 

literacy of the Irish society at the time. Although being biased in many aspects by the nature 

of the context, Irish legal texts provide crucial evidence that the basic function of money in 

Early Ireland was not concerned with indirect exchange of goods to eliminate barter. Instead, 

money was a primary means of payment of fines, fiefs and other social obligations. However, 

the literary evidence taken along must be treated with caution and supported by independent 

sources.  

 

The primordial monetary system in Ireland was quite sophisticated and implied two principal 

money functions: (i) a unit of account; and (ii) a means of payment. Money function as a means 

of indirect exchange was arguably uncalled-for, due to little exchange of goods. Thus, the 

need for money was independent of the need for market exchange and it was reserved to the 

prestigious sphere of social obligations. This system stemmed from the social organisation 

and economic patters of the early Irish society, although the knowledge of the latter is far from 

being complete.  

Essentially, the political power in the Early Christian Ireland was decentralised, with the 

smallest territorial unit, túath (plural túatha), comprised of loyal nobles subordinate to the king, 

as the basic social strata. The king had rather limited ability to legislate and enforce law, 

despite being the most prominent member of the túath. The túatha kings formed a higher 

hierarchy, with lesser kings being subordinates of superiors, and kings of provinces at the top, 

constantly competing for dominance. Law enforcement was a private matter, with implication 

that the indemnitees were solely responsible for bringing the case to arbitration by a judge and 

for exaction of the penalties. To do so successfully, they needed support of their patrons.  
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Concerning the nature of the economy, the Early Christian Ireland seem to have been 

predominantly pastoral farming society. As such, population lived mainly in isolated 

homesteads scattered across the island, although there would have been larger settlements 

around the monastic foundations. The arable farming played a substantial role in the economy 

too, although the Irish pastoralism still dominated tradition. The livestock constituted the 

primary wealth, and its efficient management and protection from the habitual cattle raids were 

at the core of the social organisation. Protection of property and access to the social hierarchy 

were mediated by the clientship – a voluntary form of mutual personal allegiance whereby the 

superior, or patron, provided protection, support with arbitration, and productive goods in 

return for participation in their retinue and raids, a flow of goods, and labour from the 

subordinate, or clients. Similar pattern of clientship pertained to the whole hierarchy, as well 

as to the Church, which by means of such dependency received goods and services, 

occasionally military, from the subordinate commoners. The more clients the superior had the 

higher was their social status and wealth. This system was in many aspects similar to the 

patronage in ancient Rome. Along with insufficient evidence of the market economy in the 

Early Christian Ireland, it seems most of the Irish were either farmers or nobles, consuming 

their own produce or exchanging it with kinsmen or clientship partners. The lack of market 

exchange, however, did not preclude the need for money as an instrument of social cohesion.  

The main functions of money in Ireland was to quantify fines, to determine the honour price, 

that is a compensation for reputation damage commensurable with the social status of the 

victim, and to determine the size of payments in fosterage, fiefs, and, possibly, bride-wealth. 

All wrongdoings were subject to fines, including injury, murder, trespass, theft, improper 

distraint etc., which comprised the bulk of the payments. The honour price was customary 

paid in addition to the fixed penalty for the offence.  

In the early Irish laws, money was not used to represent a specific quantity of goods, so it 

seems money was not used to purchase goods. Money was a measure of social obligations. 

Transfer of money from one person to another did not imply transfer of wealth, and money did 

not secure person’s income, but their social status. The money as unit of account included 

cattle, silver, and possibly grain, in addition to two intangible measures of value, the sét (plural 

séoit) and the cumal (plural cumala). The cumal was the highest unit, literarily meaning “female 

slave”, although there is no evidence of payments in slaves in the eighth century laws. The 

sét was the most common unit in the Irish legal texts, with the meaning of “wealth”, and later 

of “cattle”. Two measures of silver, ungae, or ounce, and screpul, or scripulus, a fraction of 

ungae, were also standards of value and had no conventional counterpart in coins. Payments 

in silver were carried out in bullions or worked objects. Cattle were the primary unit of account, 

as well as a means of payment, distinguished by age, sex, and reproductive stage. As such, 
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value of cattle as a money varied. The miach was a dry measure of unknown size often 

referred to as “a sack”, possibly a sack of grain or malt. The use of this measure was restricted 

to the poor who did not own cattle, leave along silver.  

Any form of the money could be used as a standard of value, although the actual payment 

could have taken a different form, namely, in other money or in kind. There were certain 

patterns in payments. Silver was a precious metal and seems to have been used in substantial 

transactions, such as the payment of cumal. One cumal would be equal to about three ounces 

of silver. The sét was a measure of smaller debts and it was paid for in cattle, with the 

equivalence of a half to a whole cow per sét. There was notable ambiguity in the norms, which 

nevertheless suited the nature of the early Irish legal system, primarily aimed at arbitration, 

rather than execution of law.  

The coin finds in Ireland from the period between the departure of the Romans and arrival of 

the Norse are scarce and do not provide conclusive evidence on using coins amongst the 

Irish. Two gold tremisses of Merovingian Franks of the seventh century from the mints in the 

Loire region were found at Trim, County Meath, and Maryborough, County Laois.  

 

No early Anglo-Saxon sceats have yet been found in Ireland, but six coins of Offa of Mercia, 

one of Ecgbert of Wessex from the 830s, and three of Burgred and Alfred of the later 860s 

through 880s were recovered as single finds. In 1874, a parcel of 107 Anglo-Saxon coins 

current in Kent and one Papal coin were discovered at Delgany, County Wicklow. They were 

deposited after 830 and could have been either a Viking loot of a church offering. The recent 

find in 2019-2020 of a pocket of twenty Anglo-Saxon coins and fragments spanning the reign 

of Aethelstan (924–39) to Eadgar (959–75) from Haynestown, Co. Louth, was deposited 

around 970. Eleven Carolingian denarii of mid-nineth century were found in 1871 at 

Coin  inds fro   he  arl  Chris an Ireland

                                

                               

                                    
                                    
                                     

                                      
                                    

                                    
                                 



 

THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF IRELAND NORTHERN BRANCH 9 

Mullaghboden, County Kildare. Although there is a palpable possibility that these coins might 

have been brought to Ireland and used in payments by Vikings, some scholars argue that 

there is a clear possibility that coins, as a means of emerging market exchange, have been 

used prior to the Vikings, while the latter accelerated the rate of the social and economic 

transformations in Ireland. A crucial piece of evidence to understanding the Irish society of the 

later period is provided by the distribution of hoards, comprising coins, ingots, hack-silver and 

objects. In particular, small hoards comprised exclusively of coins, which would have almost 

negligible weight in silver, found in the Irish territories do not fit well with the status or bullion 

economy. The material evidence of the late 8th century onwards provides an independent aid 

to the literary, linguistic and epigraphic studies of the period. Anyway, Hiberno-Norse are 

universally credited for striking first coins in Ireland.  

 

Hiberno-Norse Coinage in Ireland ca. 995 – 1150 
At the end of the 8th century Ireland was homogeneously Gaelic in terms of society, culture, 

and language. Several powerful dynasties emerged from the earlier pentarchy of the late 

prehistoric kingdoms. The Uí Néill dynasty, divided into two rivalling branches, was the leading 

dynasty in Ireland. The western part was dominated by the dynasty of Clann Cholmáin from 

728 who produced a lineage of eminent high kings, including Máel Sechnaill mac Domnaill, 

the King of Mide and High King of Ireland who subdued the Kingdom of Dublin at the Battle of 

Tara in 980.  

The first recorded Viking raids on Ireland occurred in 795 when Vikings, possibly of Norway 

descent, looted the island of Lambay. That was followed by a raid on the coast of Brega in 

798, and raids on the coast of Connacht in 807. The early Viking incursions were swift and on 

a small scale, and the Irish annals give the names of the Viking warlords: Saxolb (Soxulfr) in 

837, Turges (Þurgestr) in 845, Agonn (Hákon) in 847. The Viking activities coincided with the 

intensified dynastic feuds between the northern and southern Irish kingdoms. In 833, the high 
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king of Ireland Niall Caille led a campaign and defeated Viking raiders in Derry. In 835 he led 

the army to Leinster and invaded Mide. The piece treaty between the north and south set on 

838 did not last long and the confrontation continued, thus providing the Vikings with 

opportunity to settle and transform from the marauders into mercenaries and traders.  

The Viking raids increased in size and frequency, so that eventually they started settling in 

fortified encampments, called longphuirt, for overwintering on the Irish coast, the earliest being 

at Linn Dúachaill (Annagassan) and Duiblinn on the River Liffey. From these bases they 

launched inland raids along the main Ireland’s waterways, such as the River Shannon. By the 

late 830 the Viking warbands amalgamated into functional armies targeting major monastic 

settlements of Armagh, Glendalough, Kildare, Slane, Clonard, Clonmacnoise, and Lismore. 

Despite the Irish resistance and sound defeats, the Vikings rooted ever deeper in the Irish soil. 

From 853 to 873 under the leadership of Olaf and Ivar, the later heralded as the king of the 

Norsemen of all Ireland and Britain, Vikings often allied with the rivalling Irish kings in their 

military enterprises against each other. The death of Ivar led to a period of political turmoil 

amongst the Vikings and their expulsion from Dublin in 902 by the joint forces of Brega and 

Leinster.  

The descendants of Ivar, described in the annals as Uí Ímair, returned with the new Viking 

fleet in 914 to Waterford (Ragnall mac Bárid) and Leinster (Sihtric Cáech). In 917, Vikings 

recaptured Dublin, whilst Ragnall left Ireland in 918 and became king of York. For the next fifty 

years the political axis of Dublin-York was a major influence in both England and Ireland.  

The numismatic history of the period features the Hiberno-Norse coinage in York, spanning 

the period from 919 until the violent end of the last Hiberno-Norse king of York, Eric Bloodaxe 

in 954, with a short period of Anglo-Saxon intervention under Athelstan from 927 to 940. The 

earlier coins, including those in the name of Sihtric II Caech and so-called St. Peter coinage, 

were struck on the English standard and bore images of a sword and a hammer, along with 

the legend Sancti Petri Moneta - the money of St. Peter. The latter coins featured a variety of 

design elements, including raven, triquetra, Danish standard, small cross, cross moline, and 

sword. The diverse iconography and consistence in weight with the English pennies of the 

period may suggest prestige of the coinage and its wide acceptance in market exchange.  
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In the first quarter of the tenth century, Vikings established several cities in Ireland, notably, 

Waterford, Cork, Wexford, and Limerick, and after several generations of intermarriages a 

new Hiberno-Norse, or Norse-Gaels, identity emerged.  

The middle of the tenth century featured continuous confrontation between the indigenous 

Irish and Viking kingdoms, with intermittent success on both sides. In 980, the king of Mide 

and high king of Ireland Máel Sechnaill mac Domnaill defeated the forces of Dublin at the 

battle of Tara and forced Dublin into submission, setting his maternal half-brother Glúniairn, 

who also was son of the abdicated Dublin king, as the new king of Dublin. Meanwhile, kingdom 

of Munster had grown strong under leadership of Brian Boru, who couped the revolt by 

Leinster and Dublin at the Battle of Glen Mama in 999, although letting Sigtrygg Silkbeard 

keep kingship of Dublin. In 1002 Brian claimed the kingship of all Ireland and led several 

campaigns against the Ulaid and the Northern Uí Néill. Brian was killed in the Battle of Clontarf 

in 1014 fighting joint forces of Leinster, Dublin and the Kingdom of the Isles. Despite the defeat 

at Clontarf, Sigtrygg once again remained the king of Dublin until 1036. Dublin fall to the 

alliance of Ulaid and Leinster under the leadership of Diarmait mac Maíl na mBó in 1052, but 

this time it was no longer about expelling Hiberno-Norse, as Diarmait claimed the kingship of 

Dublin for himself.  

Alongside the political instability, this period also saw major changes in Ireland in 

ecclesiastical, social and economic aspects. The church was inevitably transforming from 

traditional Irish monasticism into a permanent diocesan structure under the auspices of the 

kings of Dublin. The first Cistercian and Augustinian communities settled in Ireland in the first 

half of the twelfth century. The changes in the nature of the economy are evidenced by the 

composition and distribution of the hoards of the period. 
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Essentially, first coins were struck in Dublin under Sigtrygg Silkbeard around 995-997, 

although foreign coins in hoards appeared much earlier and might have been associated with 

Irish economy driven by growing urbanisation due to expanding Irish monastic towns and trade 

with the Viking cities. Over a hundred of hoards from the period have been reported, whose 

composition varied from objects only (whole or fragments) to coins of local produce only.  

Lough Ennell in County Westmeath produced eight noticeable hoards of the Viking age. The 

most substantial of these was the Carrick hoard at the shore of the lake comprised of some 

61 ingots, which together weigh over 31kg, making it by far the largest Viking Age silver hoard 

known from Ireland. The hoard tentatively dates to the 9th-10th century and may be associated 

with the high-status royal sites of the local FirTulach dynasty. The Island Dysart-4 hoard 

contained 45 complete and fragmentary coins that enable its deposition to be dated to c. 905-

910. The numismatic complex included coins of Anglo-Vikings, with the latest being two coins 

of St. Peter coinage Phase I dating 905, a fragment of Wessex coin of Alfred the Great, late 

ninth-century continental coins, Kufic dirhams of Abbasids and Samanids, and some uncertain 

fragments. Its bullion content was represented by highly fragmented hack-silver (from a variety 

of sources), together with five standard ingots of Scandinavian character. Of its 109 pieces of 

hack-silver, 80 consist of portions of similar ingots, while the remaining 29 pieces are derived 

from ornaments, ranging from Baltic and Hiberno-Scandinavian arm ring fragments, through 

bits of native Irish brooches, to a tiny piece of a Norwegian trefoil-headed pin. This composition 

is of purely Scandinavian origin, by comparison with the contemporary Viking hoards in the 

British mainland.  

The hoard from Marshes Upper, Dundalk is of particular interested. It contained seven Anglo-

Saxon coins of Aethelraed II and one Hiberno-Norse CRVX penny of Sigtrygg Silkbeard of 

Dublin and it is one of the earliest Irish hoards to contain a Hiberno-Norse penny and the only 

recorded occasion of finding a Hiberno-Norse CRVX coin alongside its Anglo-Saxon prototype 
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in an Irish context. The deposition of the hoard was dated to 997, based on the sexennial cycle 

for the Anglo-Saxon series, or even as early as 995.  

The percentage of Hiberno-Norse to Anglo-Saxon pennies increased in the Collinstown hoard 

comprising five Dublin coins of Sigtrygg alongside one whole and two halves of Aethelraed II 

pennies, signifying the steady transition from the Anglo-Saxon to Dublin-minted coinage. The 

hoard deposition has been dated to 1000 - 1003 on the basis of comparative analysis against 

the North Frisian List hoard. The small Tonyowen find of three coins, although they could have 

been only the remnant of a larger find, from the extreme north of Westmeath, contained solely 

Dublin pennies and dated to ca. 1040. It is a very unusual find, given its remote location from 

Dublin and date, which would appear to rule out any direct Viking involvement. One more 

piece of the puzzle is the Clonmacnoise hoard, dated to the last quarter of the eleventh 

century. The content was represented by 27 whole coins and 3 fragments, all of Hiberno-

Norse coinage with the latest being Phase V pennies. The location of the find, some 70 miles 

away from Dublin in the area of significant monastic presence, once again raises the question 

of the economic activity and attitudes towards coins in native Irish areas.  

The hoard evidence furnishes discussion on the two major topics: (i) the transition of economy 

in Ireland from the status economy to a coin-based economy; and (ii) the regional patterns of 

this transition formed under the cross-influence of the native Irish and foreign Viking 

economies. Two possible models of the development of economies during the Viking age 

include the linear, or sequential, economy model and concurrent, or hybrid, economy model.  

 

The sequential model implies the primeval status economy replaced by a bullion economy, 

which in turn is supplanted by a coin‐based economy, with some overlap in each transition. A 

typical status economy is operated by high-value ornaments, such as neck rings and arm 

rings, and perhaps brooches or other jewellery, as a means of confinement and display of 
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wealth. In a bullion economy, the ornamental function of the objects is leveraged by weight-

adjustment such, e.g., in form of ‘Permian’ rings which are decorative items made to a set 

weight, thus passable as a standard value of wealth. The use of ingots, silver bullions of a 

standard weight and its fractions, further simplifies the nature of exchange and transactions, 

diminishing the decorative function of the objects. The bullion economy is commonly identified 

by the use of hack silver represented by cut ornaments, cut ingots, cut coins and/or foreign 

coins. As time passes, the use of foreign coins as a primary means of exchange grows to the 

point of emergence of the local coinage. This transitional phase can be identified by so-called 

peck marks, or test cuts, aimed to test silver fineness of the coins. The final stage of the 

development, the coin-based economy, is manifested by the production of local coins. 

Typically, this would be aimed at international trade, so that the earliest coins would be either 

imitative or closely following the weight and fineness standards of a superior economy. The 

coinage may be further adjusted to reflect the emitent’s political status and trade relations.  

The hybrid model for Viking‐age economies implies co-existence of different economies for 

different social and economic functions, with some overlap in these functions. This does not 

adhere to the linear chronology of transformation of the status into a coin-based economy. 

Similar to the sequential model, ornaments such as arm rings or neck rings show the presence 

of a status economy. However, the presence of ingots and ‘Permian’ rings, or other weight-

adjusted ornaments, is not seen as evidence of transition from the status to the bullion 

economy, but rather a concurrent means of exchange driven by regional or social 

convenience. Hence, different types of money found in hoards represent different uses of 

money for different goods and services, rather than chronological markers.  

The hoard evidence in Viking-age Ireland suggests a complex pattern of the economy, still not 

fully untangled and understood in detail. It appeared that the majority of the hoards were 

deposited in Irish areas, many of which were far removed from the coast or Viking settlements, 

and such hoards were likely concealed by Irish. Many hoards were found in the vicinity of 

monastic settlements. The three main hoarding areas of the tenth-century Ireland include 

Meath, north Brega, and north Leinster, notably within the ‘Irish arc’, between 30 and 70 miles 

from Dublin, in the area controlled by the powerful Clann Cholmáin branch of the ruling Uí Néill 

dynasty. The hoards in Munster and Ulster are relatively scarce, with their total absence in 

Connacht.  

The varying contents of hoards from ecclesiastical (mostly coin and mixed hoards) and secular 

(mostly coinless hoards) Irish sites indicate different economies, thus supporting the view that 

the secular economy was to some extent separate from the ecclesiastical/urban economy in 

the Viking Age. Another observation comes from the fact that although only few hoards have 
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actually been found in the context of Hiberno-Norse settlements, the redistributive role of these 

centres can be inferred from the more frequent hoards in the surrounding areas. 

On the other hand, the changing compositions of the silver hoards throughout the Viking Age 

indicate the respective cultural interactions of the indigenous Irish populations and settled 

Scandinavians. The earliest hoards feature distinctive contents and deposition practice which 

clearly indicated separate cultural identities. During the transitional period, cultural identity of 

the hoards exhibited increasing degree of hybridisation leading to a similar deposition practice. 

The final phase was characterized by the lack of identity markers; suggesting little need for 

negotiation strategies between the groups of different ethnic origins.  

Placed in the above economic and social context, Hiberno-Norse coinage in Ireland exhibits 

a great deal of causal logic in its development. The Viking society has been producing coins 

well before the Dublin coinage, notably, in the kingdom of Northumbria in York. The coinage 

in Denmark under king Sweyn Forkbeard and in Dublin under Sigtrygg Silkbeard started 

almost synchronously around 995 and first coins of Norway were struck under King Harald 

Hardrada in ca. 1050. The Dublin coinage provided the prototype for a short-lived Hiberno-

Manx coinage in around 1020-1065.  

The Hiberno-Norse coinage seems to have been struck only in Dublin and has been 

categorised in seven distinctive phases, showing little to no overlap between the consecutive 

phases. Phase I coins, dated to ca. 995 – 1020 and weighing 28 – 27 grains, were direct 

imitations of contemporary Anglo-Saxon pennies of Aethelred II and Cnut. Many of these 

imitations were found in hoards in Scandinavia and Baltic countries. The earlier coins bear 

stylised images of Aethelred II (987 - 1016), Cnut (1016 - 35), and Sigtrygg (Sihtric III) 

Silkenbeard. Some coins bear the names of the English moneyers, with some 30 names 

known, and of the mints in London, Chester, York, Watchet, although the dies were almost 

definitely produced by the Norsemen. The coins in the name of Sihtric bear the legend 

SIHTRIC RE DYFLI, or similar, on the obverse, and the names of the moneyer and mint 

DYFLHI, or similar, on the reverse. The earliest design derives from the CRVX coinage of 

Aethelred II. The CRVX coinage shortly replaced foreign coins circulated in Dublin. The Dublin 

coinage followed the regular re-coinage schedule in England and comprises 6 different 

classes (A to F), namely, Crux, Long Cross, Helmet, Small Cross, Quatrefoil, and Pointed 

Helmet issues. In contrast to the English counterparts, these issues were unlikely aimed to 

replace each other, given the scarcity of the later issues. The names of 24 moneyers working 

in Dublin are known. Many variations of the legends are known, as well as mules of the English 

reverse or obverse with Dublin obverse or reverse, respectively, as well as misassigned royal 

titles.  
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The study of die links helps establish precise chronology of a hammered coinage, and it stems 

from the technology used at the mint. Essentially, hammered coin striking involved placing a 

round-flan flat piece of silver, or blank, between two surfaces of wrought iron with engraved 

designs. The lower die, called the pile, bore the obverse image, and the opposite upper die, 

called the trussel, was engraved with a reverse image. Since the upper dies were wearing out 

more quickly, there would be more coins struck with the same obverse and several reverses. 

Accordingly, there might be coins with the same reverse and two different obverses. It is 

estimated that up to 20,000 coins could be produced from a single pair of dies.  

Intriguingly, the die-chain analysis of the Phase I coinage brought to light the use of the 

authentic Long-Cross die from Worcester and Small-Cross die from Chester. It is unclear how 

these dies might have appeared in Dublin, given the tight control of the mint operations in 

England, although it has been conjectured that some of the best engraved dies could have 

been made and used in Anglo-Saxon mints on behalf of the Dublin authorities. A large field 

for speculation was provided by the names occurring in the obverse legend, notably, ÐYMN 

ROE MNEGNI, with the Runic ‘Ð’ standing for ‘TH’, and OGSEN HEA MELNEM. The former 

was attempted to be attributed either to Donald, an elusive king of Monaghan, or to the 

historical Danish hero Tymme Sjasllandsfar. Some coins with crude engraving or blundered 

legends are known as well, from which different names have been relentlessly decrypted.  

The second phase of the Hiberno-Norse coinage, ca. 1015 – 1035, started from the earlier 

Long Cross design and is distinguished by the addition of small pellets in the angles of the 

cross on reverse. The Phase II pennies exhibited gradual deterioration, both in engraving 

quality and weight. As the legends became progressively more illegible, the weight dropped 

in the ranges of 23 – 20 grains (1.5 – 1.3 grams), 20 – 12 grains (1.3 – 0.78 grams), to 12 – 9 

grains (0.78 – 0.58 grams) for coins with blundered legends and a symbol in one or more 

quarters on reverse. The level of degradation may suggest that Phase II coins might have 
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been aimed for internal use only. At the end of Phase II, there was complete departure from 

the contemporary Anglo-Saxon coinage. 

The third phase, so-called Long Cross and Hand coinage due to the presence of a hand 

symbol on obverse or/and reverse, is dated to 1035 – 1060 and usually comes with blundered 

legends. This is the most common type of the Hiberno-Norse pennies. After the Battle of 

Clontarf in 1035, Dublin Vikings were in decline, as well as their area of influence, suggesting 

that the coins were struck for internal use. The coins were struck after Sihtric was driven out 

of Dublin, but the emitent is not known exactly, although the issue might have been ordered 

by merchants to the moneyers. There was an attempt to raise the weight of the coins to 16 – 

12 grains, but overall they feature smaller size and lower fineness compared with Phase II.  

The Phase IV, so called Scratched Die coins, was a relatively short issue in ca. 1060 – 1065 

distinguished by the reverse die being part punched, part engraved. The two basic designs of 

the issue derived from the Long-Cross type of Aethelred II and from an unknown facing bust 

prototype.  

Phase V issue spanned ca. 1065 – 1095 and constitutes a range of imitations of late Anglo-

Saxon, Norman, and North European coins. The coins vary widely in the production quality 

and weight. One design was derived from the Agnus Dei coinage of Aethelred II, which is 

believed to be struck in 1000 – 1001 to mark the turn of the millennium. Other imitations of 

this type might be further degraded copies of the earlier Irish imitations of even earlier 

Scandinavian imitations of the Anglo-Saxon prototype.  

The Phase VI issue, ca. 1095 – 1100, comprised an extremely degraded Long-Cross 

imitations, with a crudely rendered radiate bust of Aethelred on obverse with the addition of a 

crozier symbol in front of the face. The reverse features a pair of sceptres in opposite quarters 

and the other pair of quarters usually feature a cross, a pellet, or an annulet. Although these 

coins are perceived to have lower fineness, some recent measurements showed relatively 

high silver content.  

The final Phase VII of the Hiberno-Norse coinage spans ca. 1110 – 1150 and features further 

reduction in weight which resulted in striking coins on extremely thin silver blanks, on each 

side in turn or only on one side. Such coins were known in Northern Europe and they are 

called semi-bracteates and bracteates. The semi-bracteates derived in design from the Long-

Cross pennies, whereas the one-sided bracteates were derived from a number of different 

prototypes, with some 20 types known. These bracteates are extremely fragile, which may 

partly explain their low survival rate. Early numismatic authors speculated that Irish bracteates 

might have been struck by Irish kings at Clonmacnoise, County Offaly, and Ferns, County 
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Wexford, although their current attribution tend to be Dublin. The Hiberno-Norse coinage 

ceased around 1150, some two decades before the Norman conquest of Ireland.  

 

The enigmatic Hiberno-Manx coinage was first identified by Michael Dolley in 1976. The Isle 

of Man was at the cross-road of the Viking trading networks between Anglo-Saxon England, 

Anglo-Scandinavian kingdom of Northumbria and Hiberno-Norse kingdom of Dublin. In the 

beginning of the twelfth century, the Isle of Man was closely associated with the Hiberno-Norse 

kingdom of Dublin. The island may have been under control of Dublin by the 1020s. It has 

been argued that Echmarcach mac Ragnaill, the refuge king of Dublin and the Isles, fled to 

the Isle of Man in 1052. Ten years later, Murchad mac Diarmata, the king of Dublin and the 

Isles, invaded Man. That the control of the island was changing quickly with the shift of the 

power in Dublin indicates close links between the two kingdoms. As a major political unit in 

the region, the kingdom of Man and the Isles emerged under the leadership Gofraid Crobán, 

a veteran of the Norwegian invasion of England in 1066, who violently seized the power on 

Man in 1079. By 1091 he also attained the kingship of Dublin, thus taking control of the major 

trade routes in the Irish Sea. It seems Hiberno-Manx coinage ceased during the period of his 

reign.  

The finds of Viking Age hoards on Man are abundant, with more than twenty reported coin 

hoards, which is around 7% of the known Viking hoards from Britain and Ireland. However, 

archaeological evidence has not yet revealed major economic centres in the early to mid-

twelfth century, apart from some beach fort structures, which might have operated as Viking 

trading hubs. The hoards comprise mixed currencies, predominantly of foreign origins. 

Analysis of the coin contents of the hoards suggests that coins were not circulating on Man. 

The hoards included coins from the surrounding kingdoms in the Irish Sea, continental deniers 

and Islamic dirhams. Weighed bullions and Permian rings were present alongside the coins.  
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It was noticed that some of the Phase II Long-Cross pennies struck Dublin and found on Man 

were not identical to the Dublin coins, although at first they were not attributed to a Manx 

coinage, given the political instability, lack of central authority and no evidence of town markets 

during the period. The later research and coin finds, notably the large Glenfaba hoard found 

in 2003 and comprising 464 coins of Hiberno-Norse and Anglo-Saxon type, 25 ingots, and a 

large silver armlet, however, provided conclusive evidence of the Hiberno-Manx coinage. The 

earliest Manx coins were indeed struck from the Dublin Phase II die brought over to the island. 

The die was used extensively and showed three stages of degradation. When the die worn 

out beyond repair, new dies were made locally, which, however, did not copy the 

contemporary Dublin coins, but instead replicated the first die. This may be considered as the 

emergence of independent currency, although it did not go beyond the inception phase, with 

no record of coinage on Man after 1079. Michael Dolley attributed the following features of the 

Hiberno-Manx dies: (i) the initial cross in the obverse legend composed of four pellets; (ii) a 

cross made of four pellets for ‘X’ in REX; (iii) a series of vertical strokes in the obverse legend, 

also enclosing ‘D’ and ‘C’; (iv) a cluster of pellets near the king’s head and next to ‘D’ on 

obverse; (v) a faint crescent or straight line in front of the king’s face on obverse, which might 

have been a die crack on the first die brought from Dublin, later incorporated in the new Manx 

dies. The later dies also feature degradation of the legend and addition of some elements 

which might have been control marks of the issues. Placed in the historical context, the fact 

that the Hiberno-Manx coiners persistently copied the original Dublin die and paid increasingly 

less attention to the literacy may indicate reluctance, or negligence, of Manx rules for 

independent coinage, thus providing evidence of complex interplay of power between Dublin 

and Man.   
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Norman Coinage in Ireland ca. 1185 – 1205 
The Cambro-Norman knights under the leadership of Richard FitzGilbert landed in Ireland in 

August 1170 in the attempt to restore the exile king of Leinster Diarmait MacMurchada to his 

throne. Wexford was seized in few days, and within weeks Dublin was taken by the joined 

forces of the Normans and Leinster. Within the year, Diarmait was dead and Richard 

FitzGilbert formally succeeded his late father-in-law as the king of Leinster. The prospect of 

raising independent kingships by his feudal subjects prompted Henry II of England to send a 

large expeditionary force of 400 ships to Ireland in 1171, supported by the papal bull 

Laudabiliter. Henry received submission from the Norman knights and from Irish kings who 

recognised him as overlord. Henry retained for the Crown Dublin with surrounding areas, 

which would later form the English Pale, as well as old Viking ports of Waterford, Wexford, 

and Limerick. Norman knights continued arriving in Ireland seeking opportunity to carve 

personal domains. One of them, John De Courcy, landed in 1176 and gathered an army of 

300 men to invade the Kingdom of Ulaid (Ulster). In 1177 he swiftly marched on Down and 

Antrim, deposed local rulers and took control of the territory. In the same year, king Henry 

made his nine-year-old son John the Lord of Ireland.  

De Courcy’s insatiable political and territorial ambitions put him in multiple conflicts with John 

and his lieutenants in Ireland, although for some time he acted as justiciar or governor of the 

lordship on behalf of John. He built a chain of castles to defend his domains, married the 

daughter of the King of the Isles, endowed churches and monasteries, established a cult of 

St. Partick as his patron saint, styled himself as the prince of Ulster, and even struck coins in 

his own name.  

Prince John arrived in Ireland in 1185 to ascertain personal control of his lordship. This event 

was possibly marked by the issue of silver halfpennies, although considered by some scholars 

to be actually pennies of the Irish standard, around 1185, tentatively in Dublin. Some scholars 

actually attributed this issue to John De Courcy, Lord of Ulster. The obverse features a profile 

bust wearing a hand strap within a circle, surrounded by the legend IOhANNES. The reverse 

shows a short cross with lis and pellet in each angle, within a circle, all surrounded by the 

moneyer’s name, of which four are known. The design loosely followed that of a penny of 

William the Lion of Scotland.  

The second DOMinus coinage of silver halfpennies was struck ca. 1190 – 1199 and featured 

a front-facing ‘moonface’ portrait of the young prince on obverse, surrounded by the legend 

IOHANNES DOMIN YBER, or similar. The reverse shows a voided cross potent (1190 - 1198) 

or voided cross pommée (1198 - 1199) with annulets in angles. The earlier coins were struck 

only in Dublin on a larger flan. Subsequently, coins were also struck in Waterford from 1195 
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and in Kilkenny and Limerick from around 1197, as well as in Carrickfergus and Downpatrick 

after 1199 under the auspices of John De Courcy. It is thought that De Courcy, who took the 

side of King Richard in Prince John’s revolt of 1193-1194, struck these coins in an attempt to 

reconcile himself to King John who succeeded to the English crown in 1199. Alongside the 

halfpennies, silver farthings were struck in Dublin, Limerick, and Waterford, which featured a 

muscle with trefoils at corners on reverse and four letters of the moneyer’s name in the angles 

of a cross on reverse.  

 

 

The lordship coinage of De Courcy was complemented with a baronial coinage in his own 

name. A halfpenny struck possibly in Downpatrick bearing the image of a crozier and a small 

cross to left, all within a circle, with the edge legend PATRICVS on obverse and cross pattée 

with pellet within a circle in angles surrounded by the legend IOh:S DE CVRCI on reverse is 

known in only two survived specimens, one of which has now been lost. Given the extensive 

corrosion and fragility of the known specimens, they might have been struck from debased 

silver, being in fact church tokens produced around 1186 to commemorate the discovery and 
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translation of the relics of St. Patrick, Bridgit and Colmcille in the Benedictine cathedral of 

Downpatrck. Alongside the crozier penny, a silver farthing was struck, featuring a cross pattée 

with the legend PATRICI on obverse and a voided cross potent with the legend GOAN D 

CVRSI on reverse. An anonymous St. Patrick issue of silver farthings was struck in ca. 1195 

– 1205 at Carrickfergus and Downpatrick with a processional cross within a circle and legend 

PATRICI on obverse and a variant of cross on reverse surrounded by the legend citing the 

mint place.  

The third Rex coinage of King John was struck ca. 1207 – 1211 with a penny of 22.5 grains 

of sterling silver. The denominations also included halfpenny and farthing, the latter being the 

first of its kind for Britain and Ireland, with the weight of the fractional denominations somewhat 

lower that their fractional value may suggest, possibly to recover the cost of the manufacture. 

The mints operated in Dublin, Limerick and Waterford. The obverse of this issue shows the 

facing bust of the king wearing a crown, holding a sceptre in the right hand, all within a 

triangular frame. The reverse features a stylised sun, crescent moon and three stars at angles, 

also within a triangle, with the names of the moneyer and mint along the sides. The symbolism 

of the triangle is uncertain, and most scholars tend to consider it just as a means of 

differentiating Irish pennies from English, which otherwise were struck in the same weight and 

metal. The celestial scene on the reverse may refer to John the Baptist, “a witness to the light”, 

who was the patron saint of King John.  

 

The new pennies soon found their way out of Ireland, in part to fund John’s Continental 

campaigns, whereas halfpennies and farthing mainly confined to the use in Ireland. In 1210, 

King John made his second trip to Ireland to consolidate the authority over the Norman barons 

and local kings. He re-ascertained the control over Leinster, Meath and Ulster, possibly 

ordered recoinage of the earlier DOMinus issue, and left Ireland drained of its silver for another 

40 years.  
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Irish coinage of Henry III through to Edward III 
King John died in 1216 passing the throne to his nine-year-old son Henry. However, it was not 

until 35 years later when a new coinage for Ireland was struck. In 1247, Richard, Earl of 

Cornwall, was granted the licence to mint coins in England, Wales and Ireland for twelve years, 

in lieu of a substantial loan he made to the king. The coinage recommenced in Dublin in 1251 

with Roger de Haverhull appointed to oversee the mint operations. The exchange and the 

minting facilities were established outside the castle walls and currency exchanges were set 

in Limerick and Carrickfergus. The moneyers Ricard and Davi, whose names appear on the 

coins, might have been London moneyers Richard Bonaventure and David of Enfield 

operating in absentia. Only pennies were struck and fractional denominations were made by 

cutting the pennies, possibly at the mint, which was prompted by the coin design. The obverse 

imagery followed the same iconography as the previous issue of King John, whereas the 

reverse was based on the new long cross design introduced in England in 1247 comprising a 

voided cross pommée stretched to the edge of the coin with three pellets in angles and the 

legend carrying moneyer’s and mint names. The Irish pennies were struck from 0.925 silver, 

similar to their English counterparts, which once again caused substantial outflow of silver in 

coins to England and Continent. Some 1,600 Irish pennies of Henry III turned up in the 

Brussels hoard in 1908, and the design was copied as far as in Saxony. The mint in Dublin 

was short-lived and ceased operations in 1254. It is estimated that over ten million coins were 

to be produced in 27 month.  

In 1254, Henry made his son Edward, future King Edward I, Lord of Ireland and transformed 

the view of Ireland as an independent entity within the Angevin Empire into the subordinate of 

the crown of England. No coins were struck in Ireland until 1276, when Richard Olof was 

placed in charge of the Dublin mint. The first issue under Edward I in 1276 – 1279 copied the 

design of the coins of Henry III, with even the name of the king as hENRICVS preserved. The 

distinctive feature of these coins is the new treatment of the king’s hair, as well as Lombardic 

‘U’ in the king’s name on some coins. The survival rate of this issue is extremely low.  
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In 1279, Edward embarked on a major recoinage in England and Ireland. Coins of the previous 

issues were recalled to the mints and melted down to strike coins of a new design, still in 

sterling silver. The second coinage of 1279 – 1302 was carried out in six consecutive issues 

under supervision of Stephen de Fulbourn and his brother Walter, the treasurer and deputy 

treasurer of the lordship of Ireland, respectively. The centralisation of control over the mints 

was nearly complete and it deemed unnecessary to place the moneyer’s name on coins. For 

no obvious reason the triangular frame on the obverse was turned upside down, although 

there is a view that it may actually represent a harp, which was known to be one of the heraldic 

devices in Ireland since the 1270s. The obverse legend reads EDW R ANGL DNS hYB around 

the triangular frame encompassing the new-style youthful portrait of the king without a beard. 

The reverse shows a long cross with three pellets in angles splitting the edge legend CIVITAS 

DVBLINIE. It is assumed that the dies were manufactured in London and sent to Dublin for 

minting coins. The dies of the latter issues in Dublin and Cork were local and they were rather 

a matter of necessity, than a statement of independence. Only minor varieties and privy marks, 

such as pellets on the king’s breast and in the legend, exist. Alongside Dublin mints, auxiliary 

mints were opened in Waterford, intermittently from 1281 to 1295, and Cork in 1295. Smaller 

denominations of halfpenny and farthing were struck alongside pennies, intended solely for 

the local circulation. By the time when the Irish mints ceased operations, the country once 

again was left drained of silver which was exported to fund the affairs of the English king.  

 

In the absence of new coins in the next four decades, English and Scottish coins, as well as 

continental imitations, often lightweight, debased in silver, clipped or even counterfeit, were 

circulating in Ireland, particularly in the North and West. This period saw two unsuccessful 

Scottish invasions against Anglo-Irish in 1315 and 1327, prompted by the attempts of the 

native Irish nobility to reclaim independence, followed by a serious of disastrous famines. 

Eventually, the powerful Anglo-Irish lords forced out a promise from Edward II that the 

revenues raised in Ireland would be spent within the lordship. In 1336 a proclamation was 

 d ard I Coinage for Ireland  a             

                               



 

THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF IRELAND NORTHERN BRANCH 25 

issued stipulating the standard for new slightly debased coinage for Ireland. However, that 

was not to happed due to the shortage of silver.  

 

In 1338 another proclamation was issued prohibiting circulation of so-called black moneys 

‘Turneys’, French billon deniers and double deniers struck at Tours, although allowing 

payments in the inferior coins until the new regal coinage for Ireland is struck. The Dublin mint 

made an abortive attempt to struck a new coinage of debased halfpennies and farthings during 

the reign of Edward III for five or six months in 1339 – 1340, dated by the mint mark star in the 

legends on both sides, of which only few survived. Their design closely followed that of the 

previous issues of Edward I.  

 

In the summer of 1348, Ireland was struck hard by the Black Death that arrived through the 

ports of Drogheda and Howth. Within the year a third and a half of the population of Ireland 

were dead. In the aftermath of the plague, the economy of Ireland collapsed, towns were 

deserted and the farms abandoned. In the prolonged economic depression that followed, the 
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prices and wages raised for those who survived and inflation rolled out. This is a good point 

to stop the narrative and revisit the main patterns of the Irish coinage observed so far.  

Conclusion 
Since the inception of the concept in the ancient times, coins served multiple functions 

throughout the world history, being one of the indispensable attributes of advanced 

economies, as well as ethnical and political identity markers. Despite the abundance of ancient 

and medieval coins filling today large and small collections of museums and private 

individuals, the critical strains of information associated with the circumstances of the coin 

finds are often not preserved in sufficient detail, or misinterpreted. This impedes our 

understanding of the patterns of coin-based economies and even may lead to their 

oversimplified and inaccurate models.  

The Irish society in many aspect constitutes a unique phenomenon, an example of traditional 

social fabric of highest resilience. First acquaintances of coins gained through the contacts 

with Roman Britain did not let the native Celtic coinage sprout, as in other parts of Britain and 

Europe. The absence of a coin-based economy in the Early Christian Ireland went side by 

side with high literacy of the Irish society and its complex social structure, thus precluding 

incautious statements on the primitive economy of Ireland at the time. For a long period of 

time Ireland operated a status economy with the function of money reserved to the prestige 

area of payments and social obligations. The transition to the bullion economy and further to 

the coin economy in the eleventh century coincided with the arrival of Vikings and emergence 

of the new Hiberno-Norse identity and respective local coinage. The use of coins in Ireland 

featured complex regional and occupational patterns. Still, the Irish society retained intrinsic 

cohesion which helped the economy to develop even during the decline of the Hiberno-Norse 

coinage. The arrival of Normans and emergence of new coinage, now aimed to sustain the 

enforced feudal hierarchy in Ireland, was met with deliberation. The sterling coinages of King 

John through to Edward I drained Ireland of silver to fund endless overseas campaigns of 

English monarchs. As the result, Ireland again was left in a great want of good money. As the 

Anglo-Irish identity developed in a powerful local elite, the latter started negotiating new 

conditions for the Irish economy and coinage. This talk was aimed at revisiting some aspects 

of the early Irish economies and emergence of the coin-based economy and its drivers. It is 

hoped that this paper will encourage new academic studies in the early Irish coinage, which 

are currently in great demand from the local museums, collectors, authors and historical 

societies. 
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